The Masters and the Slaves

acts upon the secretions of the thyroid gland. And diet is likewise
of considerable importance in the differentiation of the physical and
mental characteristics of the descendants of immigrants.

Admitting the tendency of the physical environment, and espe-
cially of the biochemical content, to re-create in its own jmage those
individuals who come to it from various places, we still must not
forget the action exerted in a contrary direction by the technical re-
sources of the colonizers: their effect in imposing upon the environ-
ment strange cultural forms and accessories such as would permit the
preservation of an exotic race or culture.

The patriarchal system of colonization set up by the Portuguese in
Brazil and represented by the Big House was one of plastic compro-
mise between the two tendencies, At the same time that it gave ex-
pression to the imperialist imposition of an advanced race upon a
backward one, an imposition of European forms (already modified
by colonizing experience in Asia and Africa) upon a tropical milieu,
it meant a coming to terms with the new conditions of life and en-
vironment. The plantation Big House that the colonizer began erect-
ing in Brazil in the sixteenth century-thick walls of mud or of stone
and lime, covered with straw or with tile, with a veranda in front
and on the sides and with sloping roofs to give the maximum of pro-
tection against the strong sun and tropical rains-was by no means a
reproduction of Portuguese houses, but a new expression, corre-
sponding to the new physical environment and to a surprising, un-
looked-for phase of Portuguese imperialism: its agrarian and seden-
tary activity in the tropics, its rural, slave-holding patriarchaiism*
From that moment the Portuguese, while still longing nostalgically
for his native realm, a sentiment to which Gapistrano de Ahrcu hits
given the name of "transoceanism"~from that moment he wan a
Luso-Brazilian, the founder of a new economic and social order, the
creator of a new type of habitation. One has but to compare the plan
of a Brazilian Big House of the sixteenth century with that of a
Lusitanian manor house (solar} of the fifteenth century in order to
be able to perceive the enormous difference between the Portuguese
of Portugal and the Portuguese of Brazil After something like a
century of patriarchal life and agrarian activity in the tropics, the
Brazilians are practically another race, expressing themselves in an-
other type of dwelling. As Spengler observes-and for him the type
of habitation has a. historical-social value superior to that of race-
the energy of the blood-stream that leaves identical traces down the
centuries must necessarily be increased by the "mysterious cosmic
force that binds together in a single rhythm those who dwell in close